Katharine Lee Bates (1859-1929)
Professor, Wellesley Crollege
Clags of 1874

Katharine Bates wrote the poem “Amenca the Beautifol™ in
1863 while sitting on top of Pikes Peak in Colorado Springs. The
poem was published in The Congregationalist on July 4, 1895.
“America the Beauriful® was sung o a variely of tunes, but the
tune that persists today is “Materna™ by Samuel A, Ward. The
poem hecame so popular that in 1926, “America the Beautiful™
almost became the national anthem.

Katharine Bates was a Needham High Schoal graduate in
1874, though at that time the school was named “West Meedham
High School”. She was a poet, a scholar, and an educator. She
wrote volumes of critical analysis as well as poetry in her capacity
as professor of English at Wellesley College whene she Laker
became Chairperson of the English Department. After studying at
Ouford University in England, Katharine Bates received a MLA.
from Wellesley College. Her career st Wellesley College spanned
over 45 vears.
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